DUTCHESS COUNTY RAIL TRAILS

Heritage Interpretation Opportunities
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A few of the many reasons why the SAFETY COMFORT CONVENIENCE SCENIC INTEREST
I & . ing rec H y ov Air-conditioned trains, finely equipped. Heavi- A great fleet of fast trai t venient h he ever k i i i
Yot - s f An outstanding record in safety over a long Air-cond 3 -d. of fa rains at convenient hours The ever beautiful and historic Hudson River
New York Central System is the first period of years. Electric automatic signals Iy rock-ballasted road-bed, smooth riding as a between the East and the Midwest. Centrally and Mohawk Valley. Majestic and inspiring
choice of so many thousand and automatic train stop. boulevard. located terminals. Niagara Falls.
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The New York Central System operates
11,200 miles of railroad in nine states and
Canada in the great commercial and indus-
trial area between the Atlantic Seaboard and

i 4 3 8 e the Mississippi Valley, providing the highest
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Ask Any New York Central System Ticket Agent To Help Plan Your Travels
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April Fools’ CONRAIL
Day, 1976




Dutchess County
ail Geography 101

Active Rail Roads
—_—
Abandoned Rail Lines
< CNE Clove Branch RR
CNE Hospital Station Track
= CNE Hospital Track
. CNE Newburgh Dutchess & Conne:
CNE Poughlaeepsie & Connecticut
CNE Poughleepsie & Eastern
= CNE Rhinecliffl Branch
MNCR Beacon Spur
= NYC - Dover Furnace lron Worls
= NYC Harlem
“ NYC Harlem Spur
——— NYNH&H Maybrook Branch
~— NYNH&H former alignment
NYNHH Beacon Line Spur
NYNHH Beacon Piers
== NYNHH Beacon Secondary

h Dutchess

Dutchess County
Active and Historic Rail Roads

Active Rail Roads
sa=st
Abandoned Rail Lines
- CNE Clove Branch RR
CNE Hospital Seation Track
= CNE Hospital Track
e CNE Newburgh Dutchess & Conne.
CNE Poughkeepsie & Connecticut
CNE Poughkeepsie & Eastern
~——— CNE Rhinecliff Branch
MNCR Beacon Spur
= NYC - Dover Furnace lron Works
= NYC Harlem
“= NYC Harlem Spur
——— NYNH&H Maybrook Branch
~ NYNH&H former slignment
NYNHH Beacon Line Spur
NYNHH Beacon Piers
= NYNHH Beacon Secondary

Dutchess County
Active and Historic Rail Roads




The New Empire State Trail

There’s a
sleigr™ Train a
Comin’:

Connection to the Empire Trail
means:

...connection to a Statewide
trail network and National
audience

...more recreational users, long-
distance riders, and visitors
seeking experiences, goods,
services and heritage tourism
opportunities on and off trail
in Dutchess County...



The Empire Trail:
An Opportunity for
Dutchess County:

The Empire Trail in Dutchess County

is a trail including historic rail corridors
that can become a major regional and
national recreation & heritage tourism
destination, complemented and enhanced
by coordinated wayfinding & rich
historical interpretation



Rail Trails Concept & Intent

Is history important? Is Heritage Tourism
a goal? Is a rail trail a “green nature
tunnel” or an evocative linear historical

site?




Cultural Resources

A rail trail is more than a connection between historic
places, it IS a historic place...

. . . . ‘METROPOLITAN
a linear industrial archaeological | —+CORRIDOR+—

. . RAILROADS AND THE AMERICAN SCENE
district,

JSO H N RS T IiLHG0E

a “cultural landscape”

...and a Heritage Tourism asset!

Interpretation can enrich a person’s
appreciation and experience of place




Trail Uses

Recreation: happens by default, if people
are on a trail and they are moving and
looking at things

Interpretation: happens by choice, if
provided...and people look at it




Trail Interpretation Planning

Planning can include preservation &
interpretation of a trail corridor’s historical
resources

Consider interpretive
programming from the start:

What physical remains survive?

What stories can they tell?




“Double-you?!
hat does
hat mean?
Westchester?”



Railroad Archaeology

A railroad right-of-way can contain lingering
evidence of communication, operations,
safety, etc. equipment that can tell stories

These artifacts are often removed during
preconstruction clearing

If history & education are goals, conduct a
Preconstruction Survey to identify features

Then protect, stabilize, design, preserve,
enhance...and interpret!




Lay Down Tracks!

Two Pennsylvania Rail
Trail Trailhead Track
Installations That Make
The Railroad Landscape
Connection Clear




Northeast Pennsylvania Rail Trail Coalition
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Infrastructure Interpretation Opportunities:

In just one mile of a local rail trail...




“Roundhouse Park”
Whitman, Massachusetts

' :Iii

WHITMAN STEAM

LOCOMOTIVE TERMINAL

— S

W THE SITE FUNCTIONED




Roundhouses were everywhere!
Hopewell Jct., NY




Historical Preservation:
Hopewell Jct. Depot




Historical Preservation:
Hopewell Jct. Interlocking Tower




Historical Interpretation:
Dutchess County Rail Trail

Train engineers
to stand at inter
trains, and using
or stop if needed
improved the sy:

The most com
blade that can b
1800s, a perman
altered the colo
similar to prese:
= to be controlled
i | Automatic sign
‘ B IR EN by 1926.

Dutchess Rail Trail | 8

The introduction of electri
color light signals which w¢
The CP-Grand (Control P

Trains and Communication
If you look closely off the sides of the Dutchess Rail Tra
the time of the original railroads in the 1800s and were f{
rights-of-way connecting villages and city centers made|

Samuel E. B. Morse, a famous|
with telegraphy. The telegrap
electric impulses transmitted|
and dashes, which were code

The use of telegraphy also allf§ p he lef you altesee
dispatcher, who was usually n® St deri: -
system. The telegrapher was
Each small town along a rail
depot. Some had a telegraph

a"""-‘L’ S insulators. Insulators were ne
Pole, crossbar and insulators &
Phot: »..‘:ma....,.:,\.,...MN that passed through the wire

SR do Dyt making the line unusable.

There were just a few versions and types of insulators used in the early 1800s, but glass
manufacturers began to create many new designs in an effort to secure a niche in the
rapidly growing insulator market. By the advent of the Civil War in 1860, insulator
models could be found in both porcelain and glass, and over time hundreds of designs
were produced.

Variety of carly 19005 insulators  Phets: Dutciss Cownty Depirtment of Pluing and Delopment

ail Trail

www.dutchesscountytrails.com |




INTERPRETATION ANSWERS
THE QUESTIONS:

What am I looking at?

*Why does this place look the
way it does?

What happened here?
 Why should I care?



Engagement & “Relateability”

Railroad history is not just names & dates!

The railroad was the Internet, Interstate highway
and UPS of the 19t" century

It spurred community growth and provided
connection to the outside world

Samuel F.B. Morse’s railroad telegraph: world’s
first instantaneous long-distance communication

“Maybrook Line” PA-New England freight corridor
= Interstate 84; Maybrook Yard = truck
distribution warehouses



Its not all about trains!

What else can we see or reach from the trail?

Natural history, natural landscapes

Human land use and infrastructure:
agricultural, industrial, urban...

Community history & growth



Interpretation: Hopewell Jct. Depot Museum panels, Hopewell
Jct., New York, for the Hopewell Depot Restoration
Corporation

The Poughkeepsie River Bridge
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Between the 18405 and 1880s al rairoad froffic south of
Albony crossed the Hudson River on barges. in 1888 fhe fist
faiiroad bridge over the river south of Albarry was

Transportation

Steam to Diesel

idge
part af the important "Maybrook Line® ral ink 10 southern New
Englond. The Maybrook Line, which connected freight yords
in Maybrook, New York and New Haven, Connecticu!, passed
through Hopewel Junction.

A 1974 fire shut down the Poughkeepsie River Bridge and
changed freight falfood routes info New England. Rol service
on the por [ k U the
‘early 19805, The Dulchess Rail Trail now follows the Maybrook
Line west 10 the bridge. now the Walkway over he Hudson
State Park.

The Decline of Rail

lost rain stoppoed in Hopewel in 1933, After he World
War llindustriol boom rail fraffic declined again. Infersiate 84
‘was compieted between Pennsylvanio and Connecticut in 197,
It folowed the Maybrook Line across the Hudson River valley
and took long-distance freight business from the raioad. The
Penn Ceniral 1ok over regionol i ines in 1968, Conrailran the
ast Maybrook Line freight frain post the Hopewell Depot in 1982.
marking the end of rairoading in the fown.
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Rail freight business declined after World War Il
and the steam locomotive service fociifies
closed in 1950. Many of the railrood workers that
supported the local economy moved away. East

Fishkill started fo become the suburban town it is
now once Interstate 84 opened in the 1970s.




Regional Significance

The Poughkeepsie River Bridge

\
N

The Poughkeepsie Bridge in the early 1900s Firefighters attempt fo put out the fire on the bridge

Between the 1840s and 1880s all railroad traffic south of
Albany crossed the Hudson River on barges. In 1888 the first
railroad bridge over the river south of Albany was completed
at Poughkeepsie. The Poughkeepsie River Bridge was a critical
part of the important "Maybrook Line" rail link to southern New
England. The Maybrook Line, which connected freight yards
in Maybrook, New York and New Haven, Connecticut, passed
through Hopewell Junction.

A 1974 fire shut down the Poughkeepsie River Bridge and
changed freight railroad routes into New England. Rail service
on the portion of the Maybrook Line in Hopewell ended in the
early 1980s. The Dutchess Rail Trail now follows the Maybrook
Line west to the bridge, now the Walkway over the Hudson
State Park.

The Decline of Rail

The last freight froin on the Maybrook Line Intersate frucking took traffic from the rairoads

Rail traffic declined during the Great Depression in the 1930s.
Automobiles began to take passengers from the railroads. The
last passenger train stopped in Hopewell in 1933. After the World
War Il industrial boom rail traffic declined again. Interstate 84
was completed between Pennsylvania and Connecticut in 1971.
It followed the Maybrook Line across the Hudson River valley
and took long-distance freight business from the railroad. The
Penn Central took over regional rail lines in 1968. Conrail ran the
last Maybrook Line freight train past the Hopewell Depot in 1982,
marking the end of railroading in the town.




ocal Impacts

Community Development

The rise and fall of railroad activity in Hopewell Junction impacted community growth.
Before the railroads came the surrounding area was sparsely populated and farming
was the main way of life. This location became a busy four-way rail junction in the
1890s, and rail-based industries dominated the local economy for several decades. The
railroads built freight yards, warehouses and locomotive facilities around the junction.

Hopewell Junction industries included Borden's Milk and a cattle
exercise pen, and local freight trains served customers in nearby
towns. All these facilities needed people to run them 24 hours a
day. Railroad employees moved into new neighborhoods around
the junction and new apartments, hotels, stores and taverns
opened to serve them. Hopewell Junction became a small but
busy commercial hamlet. The depot became the center of local
social life and the source of news, mail and packages.

Hopewell Junction Hotel,

JOmN TKEXA, Prope

‘Steam Granite and Marble Works ™

Tumner's Hotel and Bar and 1882 New York & New England Railroad Depot Hopewell Junction's rail industries included Borden's Milk

HOPEWELL
1 JUNCTION DEPOT

2 SWITCH TOWER

3 MAYBROOK LINE
4 FREIGHT YARD

5 FREIGHT HOUSE
6 TURNTABLE

7 ENGINE HOUSE

8 COAL HOUSE

9 WATER TANK

Railroad Facilities, 1911

HOPEWELL
A JUNCTIO!

H GRUMBLY'S STORE O UNDERMILL HOUSE

1 8AR P OLD DUTCH BARN

3 BLACKSMITH Q RED ONION HOTEL & BAR
K MEAT MARKET R WATCHMAN'S SHACK

L TOMPKINS' STORE S KUPIEC LUNCH

M EPISCOPALCHURCH T TURNER'S HOTEL & BAR
N PARSONAGE U FIREHOUSE

Businesses and Homes, 1923

Rail freight business declined after World War |I
and the steam locomotive service facilities
closed in 1950. Many of the railroad workers that
supported the local economy moved away. East
Fishkill started to become the suburban town it is
now once Interstate 84 opened in the 1970s.




Steam to Diesel

Transportation
Technology
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Naming Trails: Legendary Lines

) TITANIC RAILROAD:

The Southerﬁ:New England

The Story of New!




Our Legendary Line:
“The Maybrook”

- "”&‘:?‘—?;3‘" ¢

“Maybrook Bound” by William Dulmaine



> e
([

- ' - = -
\ D
. or-10 . 0 ) U
NEW YORrK
( CE‘AM"‘?A/_ e
4 Mechanicville
Rotterdam Junction . Fitchburg
Troy Greenfield e RR
SSON RR BOSTON & MAIES
e MUDSO! Albany ey
TeNAT Pittsfield
q("" W 'R
N AN
43‘4/ ’.,\7\ & ¢ ;\\j‘.})N
. g A A 1108
o & & Springfield 305 Worcester
7 o 3]
o o< s
3 Qo 5
% o B ¥ i
QNp . I 5
57 o z :
2 %V* Providence
a }' W EEPSE Rivey
- o —c Hartford
] 3
Maybrook :
.yb A Hopewell Junction
Freight\Yard ‘ &
Scranton 7, ’ )
) NBROOK LINE” NEw HAVEN PR
Q@' Y4 1 ARTFORD Rp NEW YORK,
of
AN New
&S o5 Haven
> &
L™ S
D ¢
© S
Y/ S
& RY
o3
K,
% N1 .
) &~ New York City

Boston



Engineering Challenge:

Climbing Depot Hill and the “Horseshoe Curve”
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Horseshoe Curve

Pennsylvania Railroad, Altoona, PA



Technological Solution:

Ten dedicated Schenectady, NY-built ALCO steam
“pusher” locomotives based out of Hopewell Jct.




The Maybrook Today
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SO eoeo ‘ ‘ ‘
o0 Exploring the Beacen{ine
What R

MAYBROOK LINE\?

IS the
“Beacon
Line”?

the
“Maybrook

Mountain
Trail”?!




Happening Now: Ulster County Rail Trail
Branding and Wayfinding

New Circular Trail Logos:



Other Regional Rail Trail

PUTNAM TRAILWAY

Interpretation “Looks” [ESERy

TILLY FOSTER IRON MINE,

20103 1 the cater of Orarge

20 New York & e P

County. Gosnan has  long
e




Other Regional Rail Trail
Branding and Wayfinding

you see today while hiking and biking on this linear
a glimpse of Columbia and Dutchess

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation

TACONIC REGION

GREATER WALKWAY EXPERIENCE

OF DISCOVERY
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-
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The Takeaway:

Before the train leaves the station...

-Make a conscious planning decision that rail trails are historical landscapes and
heritage tourism assets

-Generate a Dutchess County transportation history context

-Plan and develop sensible, authentic and consistent trail naming, branding and
wayfinding schemes

-Plan and develop accurate and consistent trail public history interpretation
programming and infrastructure

-Survey, identify, protect, preserve, enhance and interpret the industrial
archaeology and infrastructure of rail trail corridors

-Promote rail trails as both Recreational and Heritage Tourism destinations

--Begin to plan for this with stakeholders, property owners and project
proponents.



The End







